STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 16, 860

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
PATH reduci ng her Food Stanps. The issue is whether the incone
of the person with whom she shares housi ng and neal s nust be

counted in determ ning the amount of her Food Stanps.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is disabled and receives inconme of $589
a nonth in SSI. Her SSI check is sent to a representative
payee. Prior to January 1, 2001, the petitioner received Food
Stanps of $68 a nonth as a singl e-person househol d.

2. In October 2000 the Departnent discovered in a routine
quality control review that in January 2000 anot her i ndividual
had noved into the petitioner's hone and that the petitioner and
this individual shared all housing costs and purchased and
prepared neals together. This individual also had SSI incone,

t he sane anpbunt as the petitioner's and al so payable to a
representative payee. This individual also has sone small

earni ngs, which the Departnment determined to be $50 a nonth
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3. Based on this information, which the petitioner does
not di spute, the Departnment notified the petitioner (by notice
dat ed Decenber 15, 2000) that effective January 1, 2001 her Food
St anps woul d be reduced to $10 a nonth to reflect the additional

househol d nenber and his i ncone.

CRDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS

The regul ations include the follow ng definition of a Food
St anp household: "A group of individuals who |ive together and
customarily purchase food and prepare neals together for hone
consunption". Food Stanp Manual (FSM § 273.1(a)(l)(iii). The
regul ations al so provide that the incone of all househol d
menbers nmust be included in determning eligibility. FSM§
273.9(b). SSI is specifically included under "unearned i ncone"
FSM § 273.9(b)(2). For a two-person household wth inconmes as
found by the Departnent in this case the anmount of nonthly food

stanps is $10. Procedures Manual § P-2590D.°

! Because the petitioner and her housemate are both disabl ed they woul d be

al  owed under the regulations to be treated as separate househol ds provi ded
t hey coul d show that they purchased and prepared their nmeals separately from
each other. This would result in a higher Food Stanp allotnent for both of
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| nasnuch as the petitioner does not dispute the
Departnment’'s determ nations as to her incone and househol d
ci rcunstances the Board is bound by lawto affirmthe
Departnment's decision in this case. 3 V.S. A 8§ 3091(d) and Fair
Hearing Rule No. 17.

#H#H#

them The petitioner is free to reapply for Food Stanps if she institutes
this change in the way she and her housenmate purchase and prepare neals.



